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SUB J : CAMBODIA-COMMENTS OF SOVIET AMBASSADOR PEKING 

NEW ZEALAND COMMISSION HAS PASSED US TELEGRAM FROM NEW 
ZEALAND AMBASSADOR PEKING REPORTING HIS OCT 30 CONVERSATION 
WITH SOVIET AMBASSADOR TOLSTIKOV. TEXT FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN QUOTE: 1. THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR CONFIRMED TODAY THAT 
HIS GOVERNMENT WANTS A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IN CAMBODIA. HE 
AGREED THAT CAMBODIA IS STILL A MAJOR ISSUE IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND THAT IF NIXON COULD GET SUCH A SETTLEMENT HE 
WOULD BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO DO BUSINESS WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION ON THE MIDDLE EAST AND OTHER QUESTIONS. BUT TOLSTIKOV 
SAID THAT, WHILE CAMBODIA HAD BEEN DISCUSSED BY SOVIET AND 
AMERICAN LEADERS, NO UNDERSTANDING HAD BEEN REACHED BETWEEN 
THEM ABOUT WAYS AND MEANS OF BRINGING ABOUT A SETTLEMENT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 HONG K 11010 020938Z 

2. KISSINGER IS NOT COMING TO PEKING INNER QUOTE TO PLAY CARDS END 
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INNER QUOTE THE AMBASSADOR FELT. IT IS NOT TAIWAN HE WANTS TO TALK 
TO CHOU ABOUT, NOR IS IT SINO- AMERICAN RELATIONS. THE PURPOSE OF 
HIS VISIT IS TO WORK OUT A INNER QUOTE COMPROMISE END INNER QUOTE 
SOLUTION IN CAMBODIA. THIS IS WHERE SIHANOUK IS. AND THIS IS WHERE 
THE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE TO TAKE PLACE. 

3. CHOU HAS HIS OWN REASONS FOR WANTING A SETTLEMENT, TOLSTIKOV 
AGREED. SINHANOUK IS A WASTING ASSET. EVEN WITH THE HELP OF THE 
SOVIET UNION, CHOU MAY HAVE DIFFICULTY IN KEEPING THE PRINCE IN 
BUSINESS MUCH LONGER. 

4. SIHANOUK SAYS HE HAS BEEN FORBIDDEN BY THE FUNK TO TALK TO 
KISSINGER, TOLSTIKOV REMINDED ME. THIS CONFIRMS THAT HE HAS LITTLE 
CONTROL OVER THE ANTI-GOVERNMENT FORCES IN CAMBODIA ITSELF, MANY OF 
WHOM WERE FIGHTING HIM BEFORE HE WAS OVERTHROWN. THE DECISIONS ARE 
TAKEN, NOT BY THE PRINCE BUT BY THE FRONT, AND IN PARTICULAR BY 

ITS POLITBURO. 

5. BUT THE REBELS GET ALL THEIR ARMS FROM OUTSIDE CAMBODIA 
TOLSTIKOV ACKNOWLEDGED. THEY ANNOT GO ON FIGHTING FOR LONG IF 
THE SOVIET UNION, CHINA AND NORTH VIETNAM ALL WANT THEM TO STOP. 

AND HANOI DOES, THE AMBASSADOR CLAIMED. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WANT 
TO GET ON WITH THE JOB OF ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION, AND FOR THIS 
REASON THEY WANT THE FIGHTING IN CAMBODIA ENDED. ## 

6. THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM IS HOWEVER FAR FROM SATISFACTORY. 
THE POWERS THAT SIGNED THE PARIS AGREEMENT WILL HAVE TO MEET AGAIN 
BEFORE LONG TO CHECK UP ON ITS IMPLEMENTATION. AND IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT SUCH A MEETING COULD FACILITATE A SETTLEMENT IN CAMBODIA. 

7. TOLSTIKOV EMPHASIZED THAT THE VIEWS HE HAD GIVEN ME WERE HIS 
OWN, INNER QUOTE FROM THIS CORNER END INNER QUOTE. BUT AS HE IS, 

OR WAS, A MEMBER OF THE POLITBURO, I TOOK THIS WITH A GRAIN OF SALT. 

8. 1 CAME AWAY FROM MY CALL WITH THE IMPRESSION THAT TOLSTIKOV BE- 
LIEVES KISSINGER WILL SUCCEED IN WORKING OUT A SOLUTION WHEN HE IS 
HERE, AND HE (TOLSTIKOV) IS A BIT AFRAID THAT THE SOVIET UNION MAY 
BE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD. 

## FOR THE SAME REASON, TOLSTIKOV FELT THAT THEY ARE UNLIKELY TO 
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LAUNCH ANOTHER LARGE SCALE OFFENSIVE IN SOUTH VIETNAM IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. END QUOTE. 
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